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so is the human mind a simple substance having Thought for its essence. And of these two each has a pair of capabilities whereby a certain correspondency is established between them. Matter is capable of assuming this or that figure, and this or that motion ; Mind, of understanding, and of willing. The liability of matter to be shaped, and the liability of the mind to have perceptions and ideas, are pure passivities, the states in question being given to the respective subjects. Again, all motion in matter, however commenced, tends to take and keep a rectilinear direction ; and similarly, all varieties of moving impulse in the mind are towards Good, or God as the absolute good, each being drawn to some particular aspect of this totality. Though the Author of Nature is the universal cause, alike of material movement and of mental inclination, there is this difference between the two cases ; that matter cannot, without external interruption, arrest or change its advance in a right line; whereas the Will has an inherent power of variously determining, towards this or that, the indeterminate impression or inclination towards good-in-general which it receives from God. This power of specialising the good, which, in its universality, is the object of the Will, is Liberty. It is not a (Liberty of indifference,' to will or not to will: will we must; it is the very movement impressed upon our nature, which we can no more stay than the falling stone can stand still in the air; but we can bend it towards any preconceived type of good other than that which preoccupies it now. All that is needful for the exercise of this power is, that the mind be furnished with this preconception; to choose a particular good, we must know it. Understanding, therefore, or the possession of ideas, must come before selection and action: understanding never judges, or passes beyond the reception of mental materials. It is the Will that really judges and decides on what is presented to it by the Understanding ; and it may be variously betrayed into error by the matter that is thus offered to its determining power \ 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, I. I.